Skiers have cause for for opti
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staff

Alix Wells left the rabbit ears at home but there
was no way for her to hide the fact.

Shesthejadcmbbnohhe?zmmGemgeA]pineSh
Racers (PGASR) team.

The 13-year-old Wells earned that taﬁunlast
~year when she placed fifth as the hi -ranked
Canadian at a Whistler Cup GS race at Blackcomb.
Hermu]twasmexpedsed,mbutnmm]lymof
left field considering the work she puts into her

winter pasttime.
Wells skied mostly in the Okanagan zone last sea--

501 to get more competition in zone races and it

oﬁmasn'hgofﬁrstphceresuhsasﬂnmpﬂw -.

and 12-year-old) skier in the

“Alix was the best performer for Canada on one
day for the girls at Whistler Cup in the K1 age and
that included girlsfrnmallomthewoﬂd so that
was a great " said PGASR Michael Strat-
ton. "shg‘;d mmakeithacktbtgereuaﬁm
year K2 not necessarily enjoy the same success
but definitely set herself up for another good year.”

Wells is one of seven returning Prince George
team members, with three newcomers having
_joined the fray. Her 17-year-old brother Connor has
moved up to the J2 class, and her K2 peers — An-
nie Reimer, 13, and Hannah Zmudzinski, 14, are
also back. Zmudzinski qualified for her first provin-
cial championship last year and Stratton says she

has all the tools to become a medal threat this sea-

son. Reimer had a breakout season in her second
year of K1 competition, finishing eighth in the
province in GS at Cypress Bowl.

“That boosted my confidence,” said Reimer. “It
he]pswhenyuumu'ymgwheepupmthm

Other team returnees are J1 skier Kirsten Reimer,
15; second-year K2 Hannah Zmudzinski, 14; second-

i yam'_K_‘l Mikayla Gairns, 12; and K1 skier Riley Mar-

tin, 11. Joining the alpine team this year from the
Nancy Greene ranks are Evian Mullen, 11 (K1); Bri-
anne Kirby, 13 (K2) and Aaron Van Delft, 13 [1(2}

During the season, Prince George skiers spend an
average three or four days every two weeks away
from school. That means homework assignments
have to be done between training time and races. So
far, that hasn’t been a problem.

"lrsamazmg,butp:ettymucheveryoneufmyhds
is on the honour roll," said Stratton. “The parents
work with the teachers and schools as much as possi-
ble and if If we find they're falling behind in a subject
thgemnghtsmyhomeandmtmmmamsdml

most important

Connor Wells is in his Grade 12 year at Kelly
Road and will limit himself to races within the
north zone. He plans to compete with Zmudzinski
on 5;1]: prgenhcl;a]: school cireuit, shootin, st{::
me: at school at
mmmkmmerwmtbemmﬂan ski-
er but hopes to use that opportunity to take a

"I e insl;u mach mu]d be fz:n, get to

a you
mm go skiing,” she

The nearpodlumwtﬁsﬂert:upresultandmp-m
provincial finishes were encouraging signs for the
Prince George team and Stratton says his skiers are
committed to the work it will take to be contenders
on the provincial and national scene.

Stratton, 27, a former junior national racer from
Toronto is back for his second season in Prince
George, having just returned from an off-season

junior national team. He

saw plenty of snow days during the Southern Hemi-
sphere winter but also spent a few weeks in the Cook
Islands before flying to Prince George to begin his
six-month term,

The Prince George Alpine Ski Racers team g:sﬂlaredﬂttlﬁﬂﬂrﬂlem&puﬂcm
the first group dryland ttainlng with coach Mike Stratton.

torcycle he was driving was hit by a

Ieavmg Stratton v]:;th a seven-s

The Prince George Citizen - Thursday, November 13,2008 - 11

driver,

cut on his

with a limp, he
pex for a five-
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“Last ye, arwaskmdofamsnrgqnmfoﬂ?ﬁnoe
‘George and the North, and this year we're looking
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to continue to in'xprove on that,” said Stratton.
: definitely
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